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All are called

 to follow Christ

called the priesthood

 of the people

But smaller groups of 

people are led and 

and guided by the 

example of the priest
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A Permanent Character

1. Can only receive this sacrament once

2. Never lose their authority to administer other 

sacraments if another priest is not present

3. Only men can be ordained to these ministries

4. Priests and bishops remain single to devote 

their entire lives to this ministry
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A Meaningful Marriage

1. Brings unity to the two persons, no one else

2. A covenant for the remainder of their lives 

until death do they part

3. Must be open and willing to bring new life into 

God’s creation

4. This is why polygamy, divorce and 

contraception are grave sins

5. Cannot receive holy communion unless you  

confess these sins and do reparation
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1. A statement from the church saying the marriage 

never existed

2. An obstacle existed at the marriage preventing one 

person from freely committing to the marriage
33
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The Marriage Rite

1. Both persons give full consent to the marriage and 

must be baptized into the Catholic Church.

2. No obstacles present like mental illness or a secret 

addiction.

3. Must be in the church with witnesses and presided 

over by a priest or deacon, does not require a mass.

4. It is the two persons who administer the sacrament, 

not the priest or deacon.

5. Exchange of vows, some liturgy of the word, exchange 

of rings and a pronouncement by the priest or deacon.
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